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became unmanageable and ran off? I could not hold him; I saw death, at least a terrible fall, before my eyes. I risked the danger and jumped off. Then I had courage. Perhaps I am not the most courageous of men, am only born to be courageous in danger. But I am in danger now and yet not courageous. Heavens! Friend, do you know what I mean? Good-night. My brain is all in a muddle. Oh, if the sun were only up again! . . .
" Wednesday morning. I have passed a terrible night, I dreamed about Sarah. 0 Behrisch, I am a little calmer, but not much. I shall see her to-day. We are to rehearse Minna [von Barnhelm] at the Obermanns' and she will be there. Ha, if she should continue to be so cold to me, I could punish her. Most terrible jealousy should torture her. But no, no, I cannot do that.
"8 P.M. Yesterday about this time, how different it was from now! I have re-read my letter and would certainly tear it up, if I could be ashamed of appearing before you just as I really am. This violent longing and this equally violent dreading, this raging and this bliss will acquaint you with the young man and you will pity him. What yesterday made the world a hell to me, to-day makes it a heaven, and will continue to do so, until it can no longer make it either of the two.
" She was at the Obermanns' and we were alone for a quarter of an hour. It takes no longer for us to become reconciled. In vain does Shakespeare say: 'Frailty, thy name is woman,' the image of frailty would more easily be found in a young man. She saw wherein she was wrong, she was touched by my illness, and she fell upon my neck and begged forgiveness: I forgave her all. . . .
"I had the strength not to tell her about my foolish actions at the play. 'You see/ she said, 'we were at the play yesterday; you must not be angry at that. I had moved my chair clear into the corner of the box and seated Lottchen beside me so as to be sure that he should not sit near me. He stood behind my chair the whole time, but I avoided talking with him as much as possible. I talked